
THIRD ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE

Friday, May 2, 2014
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Augusta, ME

“BROADENING OUR WELCOME”

Find practical resources to broaden your welcome
in your congregation and beyond.
Enjoy worship and music.

      Discover insights from national and regional
Religious leaders.

We invite all Clergy and Congregants from Welcoming Congregations – and those
seeking to become more welcoming.  

Teams from congregations strongly encouraged!

$50 per person (Continental breakfast and lunch included)

Note:  This conference was originally scheduled for October, 2013.  
If you have already registered and paid, there is no need to re-register.  

If you are uncertain, please email:  info@rcadmaine.org

* * * * *

AGENDA

8:30 AM  Coffee and registration

9:00 AM Welcome and opening worship with Cidny Bullens, songwriter and singer

9:30 AM Plenary #1: The challenges and opportunities for LGBT equality and 
inclusion

Presenter: Rev. MacArthur H. Flournoy, Director, Faith Partnership and 
Mobilization, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), Washington, 
D.C.

10:30 AM Break

10:45 AM Workshops #1

1. “Where’s your bump in the road, and how to deal with it?” Rev. MacArthur 
Flournoy (REPEATED IN AFTERNOON)

2. "Lessons from Welcoming Congregations: How to Start the Journey, Keep 
on Course, and Avoid Derailing." Rev. Bill Walsh (UCC), Rev. Allen Ewing-
Merrill (UMC), Rev. Elaine Hewes (ELCA), and Rabbi Rachel Isaacs
(Conservative Judaism)
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3. “Living into a theology of inclusion” Rev. Robin Lunn (Executive Director, 

Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, Milford NH) 

12:00 PM LUNCH

12:30 PM Plenary #2: “Sharing Our Stories” Panel of Transgender Persons
(begins while participants enjoy their lunch)

1:30 PM Break

1:45 PM Workshops #2

1. “Where’s your bump in the road, and how to deal with it?” Rev. MacArthur 
Flournoy (Repeated from morning)

2. “Preaching and Teaching about Gender and Transgender issues. ”Rev. 
Denise Burke (pastor, Minneapolis MN) and Rev. Bill Barter

3. “Understanding Gender: Moving Toward Authenticity and Inclusion.”  
Sandy Lovell (RCAD Board Member) and Drew Wing (Boys to Men)

3:00 PM BREAK

3:15 PM Plenary #3: Taking It Back Home: Resources, requests and next steps

3:45 PM Music and story with Cidny Bullens

3:55 PM Benediction and Adjournment

*  *  *  *  *

Rev. Bill Barter, pastor of St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church in Portland and a forensic 
psychologist, is RCAD’s treasurer and vice-president of the Maine Council of Churches.

Cidny Bullens, a nationally known singer and songwriter, has toured with Elton John and Bob 
Dylan and has recently publicly declared being transgender.  “I’ve sung on stages for thousands 
of people, been nominated for Grammy awards, and given birth to two beautiful daughters, one 
of whom I tragically lost. But now, after months and indeed years of thought, consideration, and 
soul-searching, I have come to a very significant landmark in my life.”

Rev. Denise Burke, a 1987 graduate of Bangor Theological Seminary, has served American 
Baptist and United Church of Christ congregations and is currently seeking standing with the 
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches.  She is an educator and advocate 
for transgender equality and lives in Minneapolis.

Gia Drew is an educator and board member of Maine Transgender Network (MaineTransNet), a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides support and resources for the transgender 
community, families, and significant others, and raises awareness about the varied forms of 
gender identity and expression by providing training and consultation for mental health and 
social service professionals.
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Rev. Allen Ewing-Merrill is co-pastor of HopeGateWay (www.hopegateway.com), an 
inclusive, missionally-oriented United Methodist faith community in Portland that includes the 
full socioeconomic spectrum from homeless to middle class; members of the LGBT community; 
folks in recovery from addiction; asylum seekers from Burundi, Rwanda, DR Congo, and 
Angola; and peace-loving, justice-seeking misfits.  

Rev. MacArthur Flournoy, the Director for Faith Partnership and Mobilization for the Human 
Rights Campaign, served as the Faith Director for Marylanders For Marriage Equality.  He has 
more than thirty years of non-profit management experience, also serving local government, state 
and federal governments and has worked in Nigeria and Ghana, West Africa, Spain, Italy and 
Australia conducting workshops on human rights, access to health care and changing cultural 
norms.

Rev. Elaine Hewes is pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bangor, Maine, where she has 
served for seventeen years. She lives in Sedgwick with her husband Michael and has three 
grown children, one grandchild, and two more on the way!

Rabbi Rachel Isaacs is the spiritual leader of Beth Israel Congregation in Waterville, and is also 
the Hebrew professor and Jewish Chaplain at Colby College. She was ordained in 2011 from the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, and graduated from Wellesley College in 2005.

Sandy Lovell works at the Center for Grieving Children and is an RCAD board member who 
has been presenting workshops on gender, sexuality, and health related topics for over 20 
years. She is also the mother of a 31-year old transgender son.

Rev. Robin Lunn, an ordained American Baptist minister, is the Executive Director of the 
Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists and lives in Milford, NH.

Rev. Bill Walsh is pastor of Hampden Congregational United Church of Christ.  Currently 
seeking dual licensure as a Licensed Pastoral Counselor and Licensed Clinical Professional 
Counselor, Bill is an Open and Affirming (ONA) Consultant for the Maine Conference of The 
United Church of Christ.  In this role, he works with churches in the study of inclusion of 
marginalized peoples in the life of the church.

Drew Wing is the Executive Director of Boys to Men, a non-profit organization in Maine that
supports the happy, healthy, non-violent development of boys and those who help raise 
them. Drew has an MA from Bangor Seminary.

DIRECTIONS

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
209 Eastern Avenue
Augusta, ME 04330
(207) 623-9486

From South:  Take first Augusta exit after toll off I-95 North, toward Rt. 202 E/Western Ave; Follow 
Western Ave. to traffic circle, follow Rt. 100N/Rt. 201N over the bridge; take 1st exit on to Stone St.; 
in about ½ mile turn left on to Eastern Ave; Church will be on the left in about another ½ mile.
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From the North: Take I-95 South toward Augusta; take Exit 113 and merge on to Rt 3E toward 
Augusta/Belfast; in 2 ½ miles turn right on Riverside Drive, continue on Bangor Street; at the traffic 
circle take the 3rd exit on to Stone St. and follow the directions above to Eastern Ave.

REGISTER HERE – or ONLINE at www.RCADmaine.org

Space limited.  Registration deadline: Friday, October 18!

Name(s) of registrants:  _________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ____________________________       Email (for confirmation):  _________________________________

Congregation:  __________________________________ County:  __________________________________________________

Registration fee:  $50  (single registration)

Number of registrants:___________________________________

Amount enclosed:_________________________________________

Lunch preference:   (Indicate preference for each registrant)  

______No preference   ___Vegetarian   ___Gluten intolerant?

Make check payable to:  RCAD

MAIL to:  Religious Coalition Against Discrimination
515 Woodford Street, Portland ME 04103

www.rcadmaine.org
(855) 552-7223


